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THE TWITTER FEED IS NOW ON THE FRONT PAGE OF THE WEBSITE. SO IF YOU DO NOT HAVE A       

TWITTER ACCOUNT YOU CAN STILL KEEP UP TO DATE WITH WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THE SCHOOL.  

SEE THE WEBSITE ADDRESS AT THE TOP OF THE PAGE. 

 

 

www.stalbansprm.cardiff.sch.uk/ 

A Note From Mrs Woodward 

Welcome back to our St Alban’s families both old and new!   

I would like to send a warm welcome to all our new Reception Class pupils and all other 

children who have recently joined our school. It’s so lovely to be back after such a long 

time away from the children and staff.  Make sure you follow us on either Twitter,           

Facebook or Instagram, that way you can keep up to date with what’s happening in 

school. After half term we will be launching our new school website which will also       

provide you with valuable information about our school.  

The school newsletter will be sent out each month with the relevant information on, and 

uploaded on to the website. 

Parent Consultations: 

As we are unable to have too many visitors in the school building, we will be contacting 

you soon to arrange a telephone consultation with you about how your child has settled 

back in to school life. These will take place the week before and two weeks after half 

term.  Watch this space! 

Parish News 

First Communion 

If your child was preparing for their First Holy Communion before lockdown, please  

contact St Alban’s Church to arrange a date for the celebration with Fr Sebastian.        

Unfortunately large gatherings will not be permitted, but the children will still be able 

to celebrate their First Communion this year. The Church number is: 029 2046 3219. 

Applications for Admission to Secondary School: If your child is in Year 6 you should now 

be applying for a high school place. If you need any support filling in the forms or       

choosing the right school for your child, please contact the school office. 

https://www.stalbansprm.cardiff.sch.uk/




Leadership and Management World Mission Month 

October is World Mission Month when Pope Francis asks every member of the Catholic community around 
the world to recognise themselves as a missionary disciple, working and praying together to share the joy 
peace, hope and love of God with everyone, everywhere. 

Our children are invited to join in this worldwide celebration. They can join on any day of the month and for 
however long they want. All the resources for the month are available to download from the                        
Mission Together website: https://missiontogether.org.uk/calendar/missionmonth/ 

They include our popular Mission Month Calendar, and Five Fact Assembly on St. Therese of Lisieux, patron-
ess of Mission. Pupils are encouraged to pray the Rosary by following our online child-led Mission Rosary and 
to share with the world their hope and joy in the #MyMission #OurMission Activity. 

Here is Week 1 for you to follow: 

 

St Alban’s Pupil Profile 

 

 

 

 

 

This half term we are growing to be curious 

about everything;  

and active in  our engagement with the world, 

changing what they can for the better.  

Saint Ignatius had the great insight that not  

only were all things made by God and held in 

existence by God, but that God was working 

through all of creation for our benefit. This is 

often expressed as ‘finding God in all things’ 

and shapes our approach to learning. All things 

are worthy of our attention, curiosity and study 

because in each one of them there is the       

possibility of finding God; and not only God but 

God doing something for me.  

Curious and Active at St Alban’s 

Our children have been curious and active finding 

out new thin gs and loving learning in the outdoors 

so far this term… 

Have a look on twitter or Facebook to see how else 

we have been Curious and Active this term! 

https://missiontogether.org.uk/calendar/missionmonth/


October - The month of The Rosary  

As October is the month of the Rosary, why not show your children how pray parts of the Rosary 

each day?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Foundation Phase News 
Welcome back everyone! It’s been wonderful seeing the familiar faces in Years 1 and 2 and a big 
welcome to the new pupils and families in Reception.   All pupils have settled into their classes bril-
liantly and have been busy getting back to their school routines exploring their learning environ-
ment.   
 
Reception have recently completed their first full week in school and are already enjoying our daily 
routines such as Dough Disco and Pause Points.  This term is spent getting to know the children and 
giving them time to become familiar with their new learning environments.  Reception children will 
be completing tasks that are carefully planned in line with ‘The Foundation Phase Profile’.  This sup-
ports teachers to make a ‘baseline assessment’ of each child to support their learning journey 
throughout their time in the Foundation Phase.   
Involving parents/carers in their children’s education is an essential part of the Foundation 
Phase so there may be times where your child’s teacher will ask questions to support their in 
class judgments of your child’s current stage of learning and development.   
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our theme this term is ‘The Great Outdoors’.   After reading the story Jack and the Bean-
stalk we had an unexpected email from The Giant which has led the pupils to consider how well we 
are caring for our plants around the school.  Therefore, we have come up the question “How do 
plants grow?“  He sent us some beans which have been planted and the pupils are understanding 
the parts of plants as well as exploring the best conditions for growing them.  
 
Literacy and Maths skills are taught discreetly and through the context of learning about plants.  
 
Literacy skills we will cover this term are:  
Reception 

Following instructions  
Introduction to Phonics by:  

developing listening skills, listening and remembering sounds and talking about sounds    
Identifying rhyming words   

 
Year 1 and Year 2 

Recapping on the rules of sentences and what they should include: A Capital letter, finger spac-
es and full stops.   
Daily phonics and handwriting practise.   
Instructions - what they are, how to read them and write them.   
Autumn Poetry  



 
Maths skills which we will cover in Foundation Phase this term are:  
 
Reception  

Observations to gain an understanding of where pupils are in their counting, shape recognition and 
comparing numbers  

  
Year 1 and Year 2  

Numbers to 100 and beyond (Year 1 and Year 2)- Reading and writing these correctly.  
Place Value- how numbers are made of hundreds (Year 2), tens and units.   
Comparing numbers- which numbers are smallest/largest in a set.  
Ordering numbers from smallest to largest or largest to smallest.   
Measuring length and height  
Sorting   
  

Homework will be set weekly on Seesaw.    
Miss Cabrera’s Class:  
Reception will be working towards the Pori Drwy Stori Rhyming Challenge. A certificate from 
The BookTrust Cymru will be given out at the end of this term to thank you for your engagement.   
  
Mrs Hughes’ Class:  
Year 1 and Year 2 will continue to consolidate and revisit learned skills weekly.   
 
   

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
• PE in on Wednesday and children only need to bring in trainers.  They will not be changing for PE.  
 
• If children wear wellies to school, they should also bring school shoes to change into for the day. 
  
• Water bottles filled with water to be brought in daily.  We can refill them in school if need-

ed. These must be labelled.  
 
• Please make sure all of your child’s school uniform is labelled.   
 
• Your child should not bring a pencil case or any personal belongings e.g. toys to school.   
 
• Please try to give your child a ‘healthy lunchbox’ – this is in line with our school being a healthy 

school. Thank you. 
 



Welcome to Year 3 and 4 

It is so lovely to see the pupils of Years 3 and 4 back in school safe and well. We are very proud of the 

way the children have coped with their time away from school and with how they have settled into 

their new class. 

This term our topic is ‘The Great Outdoors’. During this topic we will be exploring two ‘Big Questions’:  

How do trees grow? 

How does a polar bear survive in the cold? 

So far, pupils have been learning about the life cycle of a tree, making bird feeders to attract birds into 

our school environment and identifying the trees in our school grounds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Maths, we are learning how to use tally and frequency tables, measuring length and volume as well 

as working on our place value skills. 

In English, we have been working hard at improving our handwriting, use of phonics and reading 

skills. We are also learning how to write a set of instructions and a portal story where the main      

character experiences a change in place or time. 

Every week, your child will be set homework which they can access on their seesaw account at home. 

Your child will have been given a new home learning code so they can access their homework. Please 

contact us if you have any problems regarding this matter. 

There is a slight change this year regarding PE. Due to Covid 19, your child will not need a PE kit to 

change into for PE sessions but could you please ensure they bring a pair of trainers to wear. Their PE 

day is Wednesday. Please also remember to send a bottle of water into school with your child every 

day. (Water only please as we are a Healthy School) 

We are really looking forward to an exciting year ahead and would like to thank you for all your       

support. 

Many thanks 

Mrs Hiles and Miss Pitman 



 
Welcome Year 5 and 6! 

Year 5 and 6 have settled extremely well into our 'new normal' at school and we are 
so pleased to welcome everyone back.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Our main theme this half term is 'The Great Outdoors'. The children have already got 
off on the right foot, putting their well-being first and taking time to experience the 
benefits of the outdoors and nature during our Well-being day. The children now 
hope to plan and hold their own whole school well-being day event provided their 
persuasive letters persuade Mrs Woodward to say yes! 
 
Using their data handling skills the children will identify the most enjoyed activities 
during the wellbeing day and include such activities in their plan, including their own 
yoga videos and promotional adverts to raise the awareness of the importance of the 
outdoors on everyone’s wellbeing.   
  

Next we move on to the big question, ‘What skills do you need to survive the out-

doors?’ This will include co-ordinates and map work, adventure story writing, reading 

about inspiration survivors and more of our class novel ‘Kensuke’s Kingdom’, orient-

eering and much more!     

  

PE is on Wednesday and Thursday afternoon. The children are required to bring train-

ers to school. School reading books and homework will be sent home this week and 

will be set weekly through seesaw.  

We are so excited about this new year! 

Mrs Mathews, Mrs Livingstone and Mrs Phillips 



Parents and Friends Association 

 

Our PFA are busy behind the scenes organising 

fund raising raffles etc, you can find them on      

Facebook. 

If you would like to join the team, please contact 

our school office and we will put you in touch with 

Internet Safety—Net Aware 

Keeping younger children safe online 

 

 

 

 

If you need any help at all changing the settings on devices, 

please contact the school office and we are happy to help! 

Talk to your child regularly about what 
they’re doing online and how to stay safe. 
Let them know they can come to you or   
another trusted adult if they’re feeling     
worried or upset by anything they have 
seen. You can use our conversation start-

Explore your child’s online activities        
together. Understand why they like playing 
certain games and make sure they know 

Agree your own rules as a family when   
using sites, apps and games. You can use 

Manage your technology and use the    
settings available to keep your child safe.  

Pause Points 

The pupils in school take time out of their day at 

different times to pause and improve their own 

wellbeing.  

These sessions have been proven to improve    
concentration skills, foster resilience and            

encourage pupils to engage with learning.   

 

COVID-19 Update 

Thank you to all parents and carers who have 

been maintaining social distancing to keep us all 

safe during these difficult times. 

 

Here are a few reminders to help: 

 All children now finish school at 3pm.  

 As you wait, please continue to maintain a 

2 metre distance from other parents on 

site.  

 If you wish to do so, please wear a mask. 

 The children will not be changing for PE at 

the moment, but will need trainers on their 

PE days to wear fro the activities. 

Look who came to visit St Alban’s today!! 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/talking-your-child-staying-safe-online/


Congratulations!  

 

For further information about what’s happening in our school, please see our:  

Twitter feed: @StAlbansSchool1         

Facebook Page: St Alban’s Catholic Primary School   

( You just need to like the page to be able to follow) 

Instagram:stalbansprimaryschool 

We love celebrating success here at St Alban’s! Here are a selection of our 

@ClassDojo winners, our Star of the Day award winners and our class attendance 

winners for the first month of 2020-21. Ardderchog pawb 

   Dojo Winners in Year 4!       Star of the Day Awards Year 6 

 

 

 

                 

   

 

        

  Attendance Winners!  

  Reception Class at  90.55% 

 

    

 

 

https://twitter.com/StAlbansSchool1
https://twitter.com/ClassDojo


 



 



 

A big  

Thank You 
 to  Morrison's for their amazing do-

nation this week!  

 

Thank you Sam who took the time 

to deliver the trees, bulbs and plants 

to St Albans! 



 

 

 

Dates for your Diary: 

Inset Days:      Tuesday 1st September 2020  

       Monday 2nd November 2020 

       Monday 4th January 2021 

       Monday 19th July 2021 
       Tuesday 20th July 2021 
 
                                                        There is one further inset day to be allocated. 
 
  Half term: Monday 26/10/2020 - Friday 30/10/2020 (NB—Inset day Monday 2nd Nov) 

 

Weeks beginning: 

19th Oct, 3rd and 9th Nov    Parent Consultations by telephone 

 

Term Dates for 2019-20 

Autumn Term 

Term Starts Tuesday 01/09/2020 

 

Half term: Monday 26/10/2020 - Friday 30/10/2020 
 
Term Ends Friday 18/12/2020  

Spring Term 

Term Starts Monday 04/01/2021 
 
Half term: Monday 15/02/2021 - Friday 19/02/2021 
 
Term Ends  Friday 26/03/2021  

SUMMER TERM 

Term Starts Monday 12/04/2021 
 
Half term Monday 31/05/2021 - Friday 04/06/2021 
 
Term Ends Tuesday 20/07/2021 

  

 


